There is increasing evidence for an association between Hodgkin's disease and EpsteinBarr virus infection (EBV). EBV prominent number of cases of Hodgkin's disease, the immune system does not seem to be able to deal with these cells, despite the huge reactive lymphoid infiltrate surrounding these cells. Cytotoxic T lymphocytes are the most important defense system against viral infected cells, but EBNA-1 does not seem to be a suitable target antigen for cytotoxic lymphocytes.1I The cytotoxic lymphocytes response against LMP-1 is more complicated and does not seem to be present in everyone." LMP-2 probably is the most important target for cytotoxic lymphocytes but patients with Hodgkin's disease are known to have an impaired immune surveillance. Whether antibody response to LMP-1 contributes to the defense against EBV positive cases of Hodgkin's disease remains to be investigated.
